THOMAS ¥0HNSOUN, Efg; Governor. 1774,

dath of fidelity and fupport to this ftate, fhall take, repeat and fubfcribe, the fame € %XA P,

oath, or if a quaker, menonift or dunker, fhall folemnly, fincerely and truly, de-
clare and affirm thereto in the words thereof. _

XVI. dnp be it enafted, That if any perfon fhall travel into or pafs through Perfons not o
or from this ftate to any other, without a pafs or fafe condu&, figned by fome tratvzl v:th
member of congrefs, or by the governor, or fome judge or juftice of this ftate, or oua P
of the ftate of which he is a fubjet or refident, he fhall be liable to be apprehend-
ed and carried before fome judge or juftice for examination, who may commit

" him to the public gaol, if an offender againft the laws, or dangerous perfon to this
ftate, or to the United States, or any of them, there to remajn till difcharged by
due courfe of law, and if not an offender or dangeraus as aforefaid; the faid judge
or juftice may difcharge him and give him a pafs. ;

XVII. WHEREAS fevetal perfons, late inhabitants of this ftate, have, fince
the fourteenth day of Auguft, feventeen hundred and feventy-five, deferted the de-
fence of this country in the prefent juft and neceflary war, e it enaften, That Penalty on
no perfon whatfoever, who hath deferted as aforefaid, or any perfon who fince the 2o ¥ho
faid time hath left this ftate without leave, fhall at any time hereafter (unlefs he this ftate, &c.
returns to this ftate within twelve months, and during the prefent war, and takes
and fubfcribes the oath of fidelity aforefaid within ten days after his return) be
capable of holding any office of truft or profit within this ftate ; nor fthall any
perfon, now a refident of this ftate, who hath refufed or negleted to fubfcribe
the affociation, and fhall not take the faid oath of fidelity on or before the firft
day of Auguft next, be capable of holding any office as aforefaid.

XVIIL. Propided alwapg, That nothing herein contained fhall extend to fuch Frovife.

perfons who from religious principles have not fubfcribed or fhall not fubfcribe
the aflociation. 4 .

XIX. 4nD be it enafted, That this a& fhall be publicly read by the clerk of This aéttobe
the general court, and by the clerk of every ¢ounty court in this ftate, at their PN %
next court refpectively, immediately after empannelling the grand jury, and alfo by
every minifter, teacher or preacher of the gofpel, immediately after divine fervice,
at every church, chapel or meeting-houfe, where they officiate, on fome Sunda
in the month of May next ; and every clerk, minifter, teacher or preacher, failin
fo to do, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of five pounds, to be recovered with cofts by
the informer before any juftice of the peace of the county where the offence fhall
be committed.

XX. gno be it enafted, That the general and county courts within this flate f;ﬂd given 1n
fhall, at all and every of their courts, give this a¢t in charge to the grand juries gran jurics.
of their refpective courts. ' !

At a convention which begun on the 21t of June, 17‘]6, was entered into on the 4th of July, 1776,
the following refolutions, which have pever been repealed. o

ResoLvep, That if any inhabitant of this colony fhall, after the fifth day of Auguft next, within or with-
‘out this colony, or any perfon whatever, being an inhabitant of any other of the United Colonies, fhall, with-
in this colony, after the faid fifth day of Auguft next, levy war againft the United Celonies, or any of them,
or fhall adhere to any perfon or perfons bearing arms or employed in the fervice of Great-Britain againft
the United Colonies, or any of them ; or fhall afford fuch perfons, or any of them, any aid or comfort,
or fhall give them, or any of them, or any fubjet of Great-Britaih, any intelligence of the warlike pre-
parations or defigns of the United Colonies, or any of them; fuch perfon, on conviction thereof by 2
petit jury, after a prefentment by a grand jury, in’a court to be eréted in this colony by the next con-
“vention for the trial of fuch offenders, fhall fufter death without benefit of clergy, and forfeit all the eftate
which he had at the time of the commiffion of the crime, to be applied to the ufe of this colony, unlefs
fuch convicted perfon fhall be pardoned by the perfon or perfons invefted with the power of granting
pardons for fuch offences. i A L ; -

ResoLvED, That the feveral offences aforefaid fhall receive the fame conftructions that have been
_given by the judges in England to fuch of the faid offences as are enumerated in the ftatute of Edward
‘the 3d, commonly called the ftatute of treafons. o ) , . ;

REsoLvep, That if any inhabitant of this golony fhall, after the fifth day ef Avguft next, within or
without this colony, or any perfon whatfoever fhall, within this colony; after the faid fifth day of Auguft
‘hext, forge or counterfeit any of the bills of credit iffued by the congrefs, by the affembly, or convention
of any of the United colonies, or by any of the conventions of this colony, or alter the fum exprefled in
any of the faid bills of credit, or fhall offer, or caufe to be offered, in payment, any fuch counterfeit,
forged, or altered bill of credit, knowing the fame to be cqunterfeit, forged or altered, and fhall be thereof

con-



